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Fw: William Seavey opposes Kingston Bay Facility
Bruce Gibson  to: Annette Ramirez 05/09/2013 10:25 AM

Sent by: Cherie Aispuro

fyi
----- Forwarded by Cherie Aispuro/BOS/COSLO on 05/09/2013 10:25 AM -----

From: Main <main@thegrid.net>
To: Sylvia Huth <shuth@charter.net>, Robert Olmos <bertolmos@hotmail.com>, Betts Hargopian 

<betts1@charter.net>, Donna argonti <donnaarg@att.net>, j lamb <jojobahh@sbcglobal.net>, 
Carol Broadhurst <carolbroadhurst@att.net>, Donna Argonti <donnaarg@att.net>, Tina Nickell 
<tlnickell63@hotmail.com>, Paul Skartvedt <pskartve@att.net>, Sara Burgess 
<sburge209@yahoo.com>, "Commander Chris Day,CHP " <cday@chp.ca.gov>, Kathe Tanner 
<kathtanner@charter.net>, Jack Baber <jaber31@sbcglobal.net>, Joel Cehn <cehn@aol.com>, 
"MacVanDuz@aol.com " <MacVanDuz@aol.com>, Muril Clift <mnclift@charter.net>, Riccardo 
Spizzamiglio <artist.riccardo@gmail.com>, Sherry Schuyler <skylerphotography@gmail.com>, 
John Brannon <jrogb1433@yahoo.com>, Shelley Triggs <sjtriggs@yahoo.com>, "Dave (Sandown) 
" <coopservices11@yahoo.com>, bgibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, Courtney Deborah 
<bellroadranch@att.net>, Tom Walsh <roastmaster@cambriacoffee.com>, Brad Hale 
<bradhale@bradhale.com>, JoEllen Butler <joellenbutler@sbcglobal.net>, Cyndi and Bill 
<csbjohn@att.net>, Curtis Leslie <counterfactory@sbcglobal.net>, Caren Pearson 
<konatika@gmail.com>, Burt Etling <betling@thetribunenews.com>, Tom Gray 
<tsgray@sbcglobal.net>, Stanley Cooper <folktraveler@gmail.com>, Mike Thompson 
<hnybrs@aol.com>, Consuelo Macedo <cielos@earthlink.net>, Old Stone Station 
<oldstonestation@sbcglobal.net>, Sherry Schuyler <skylerphotography@gmail.com>, Art 
Chapman <afchapman@charter.net>, Judy Baber <judybaber@sbcglobal.net>, Reese Potter 
<reesepotter@gmail.com>, Nancy Zinke <vincentzinke@charter.net>, Tuyet Do 
<tuyetle@charter.net>, Justin and Suraya Smith <potterplumbing@gmail.com>, Mariannne and 
Steve Selindh <selindh@charter.net>, Jim/Tish Rogers <jpr1@charter.net>, Kathy Smith 
<kdsmith@jps.net>, Loan <lrabinowitz123@comcast.net>, Doc Richard Porus 
<mdporus@yahoo.com>, "Gary W." <240rwilk@charter.net>, Mary Sullivan 
<cambriabythesea@msn.com>, Donna Argonti <donnaarg@att.net>, Maryann Mullen 
<irishedcm@aol.com>, Lydia Bruin <gdebruin805@charter.net>, Donna Hoppe 
<rdhoppe11@gmail.com>, Phil Boulian <philboulian@gmail.com>, Louis Fedor 
<louisfedor@aol.com>, Barbara Synder <bar.snyder@charter.net>, Cherie Aispuro 
<caispuro@co.slo.ca.us>, Walter Fitzhugh <fitzhughranch@att.net>, Claudia Gaisford-Newcomers 
Lunch <claudiagaisford@att.net>, Jeannie Price <jeanhcpa@aol.com>, Patti and Mike Erwin 
<pacm1974@yahoo.com>, Ken Topping <kentopping@aol.com>, Sally Seago 
<sally.seago@gmail.com>, Euaan Portillo <eportillo@charter.net>, Stephanie Stacy 
<stephanieastacy86@gmail.com>, Lu Ann Kelley <r.kelley@charter.net>, Nancy Lackman 
<nlackman@sbcglobal.net>, Diane Young <dlyoung_2001@yahoo.com>, Barbara and Juan 
Shepherd <shepherdscarpet@att.net>, Susan Byde <jsbyde@charter.net>, Taylor and Joseph 
<hilchers@charter.net>, CambriaBeads <cambriabeadstore@yahoo.com>, Bruce Beery 
<beery@charter.net>, Harold Light <halight@charter.net>, Cambria Yarn 
<info@cambriayarn.com>, Patti Ortiz <headlineshair8@msn.com>, Mahala Burton 
<mahala1@charter.net>, Joan Berry <joanandrichberry@sbcglobal.net>, Jane/Vito Tullo 
<javi525@sbcglobal.net>, Joyce Renshaw <jrenshaw@mac.com>, Keith Heinrichsen 
<dataset@charter.net>, Jim Bahringer <jim@fogsend.com>, Bill Strasen 
<bstrasen2000@aim.com>, Helga and Ron Crummitt <helgac@charter.net>, Theresa & Allan 
MacKinnon <asmtam@yahoo.com>, Susan/Bob McDonald <smcdon13@aol.com>, Blair 
McCormick <blairtree@sbcglobal.net>, Cynthia Reese <cynthialreese@yahoo.com>, gerrymain 
<gerrymain@gmail.com>, Ed Berney <edberney@charter.net>, Elizabeth Parsi 
<lizzie_parsi@sbcglobal.net>, Lynn Walsh <woodydog@charter.net>, Mary Webb 
<maryewebb@charter.net>, Jeanette Ragan <jaragan@charter.net>, Martin Verhaegh 
<verhae@charter.net>, Marjorie Ott <info@olallieberry.com>, Jeremy Ghent 
<jghent@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 04/06/2013 12:36 PM
Subject: William Seavey opposes Kingston Bay Facility
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Subject: Kingston Bay Senior Living Project Should Be Opposed 

  

by William Seavey 

  

The gateway to our neighborhood adjoining Ardath Street, Lodge Hill, has a prominent 
blue highway sign whose two words rather sum up the problem with the proposed senior 
assisted living center called Kingston Bay--"No Services." 

  

At least, up until now. Not that there aren't SOME services in the neighborhood, such as 
vacation rentals and art studios (and yes, in the interest of full disclosure, we have a 
licensed vacation rental--and  also happen to be on the proposed facility's lot line.) 

  

 Neighborhoods are typically where little or no sizable commercial activity is conducted.  
Kingston Bay violates this adage, big time.  Lodge Hill is Cambria's largest neighborhood 
and arguably represents one of three initial entrances into town (the others being 
Highway 1 and Main Street) from the south.  The proposed senior care facility called 
Kingston Bay would detract from that. 

  

My wife and I were not initially opposed to Kingston Bay.  A previous senior living 
project by Mike Clark seemed pre-ordained until the downturn and Clark nearly lost the 
land to back taxes in 2012.  The eight lots with a grandfathered water meter for, I 
understand, multi-family (not really commercial) construction had languished and we 
grew fond of the view of open space  over the years--a gate on our land even allowed us 
to cross over it to another parcel where two horses graze. 

  

What we did find unsettling in 2005 was that we were not informed by our agent that this 
project was in the works next door.  We thought about suing (for lack of disclosure) but 
were new to the community at the time and didn't want to rock the boat.  And, in theory, 
we agreed that Cambria needed an assisted living center and joked that when we became 
"doddering" we could just walk around the corner (or through the gate?) for new 
accommodations! 

(As it turns out, the joke may be on us). 
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Following the downturn and just before the tax sale, the lots were listed, initially for 
$425,000, with no takers. (I was interested but didn't have the money at the time).  Then 
the parcels transitioned to another local broker, Sotheby's, and went for a whopping $2 
million to the "perfect" buyer-- another senior home developer with more experience than 
Clark had had. 

  

This is a bit of the back story that few know much about.  Early in the process of getting 
approvals we contacted Jeff King, the developer, who gave us a walking tour.  Our main 
interest in this was to get a tall wall to block any ill effects of the development, such as 
construction noise, or invasions of our property.  We managed to convince a couple other 
neighbors of the need for this and passed on a notarized letter to King.  We attended a 
couple hearings not to speak out against the project but to defend the wall idea. 

  

My wife really was upset from the start, but I have to admit I couldn't find reasons to 
oppose Kingston Bay early on.  I didn't want to be accused of nimbyism, or of having a 
vested interest in keeping Kingston Bay out (our vacation rental).  But as I read the 

several letters and a guest op-ed in the local Cambrian expressing real concerns (from 
people who were not even living near the facility!) I began to realize the arguments 
against might hold water. 

  

This IS a very large development with 41 beds, occupying nearly 30,000 sq. ft., with a 
great need for adequate parking adjacent to Ardath--which is the only road besides 
Burton that funnels traffic from Lodge Hill onto Highway 1 or across it to Main Street.  
Such a project could cripple traffic flow from what is already a bit of a tangle at times. 

  

Why?  The coming and goings of a couple dozen staff members, supply trucks, and 
resident 

visitors.  Turns in and out onto Ardath so close to Highway 1 could certainly be a regular 
hazard to through traffic deep into the neighborhood. It might even impede emergency 
vehicles--and ambulances enter the area regularly. Developer King has promised to 
mitigate these problems, but they may truly be intractable. 
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Another serious issue IS whether this is the affordable senior care that Cambria deserves-
-and whether it is even necessary.  Cherish House says it's not needed (and did an 
"informal"  survey to prove it) but then they have their own biases since they care for 
seniors.  It sort of seems obvious that a percentage of a community of 6500, most of 
whom are over 50, will eventually need assisted living and even an Alzheimer's unit as 
proposed by King..   

  

However, the monthly care is projected to cost between $4200 and $6500--affordable for 
a few, but no bargain for many others.  The children of elderly parents will likely be 
making some of the decisions re: cost, and while we would all want the best for our 
relatives, a $3000 per month facility down the road in Morro Bay might be a deal maker 
(or breaker).  One can't assume that only local residents will occupy the facility, as these 
children or other kin are not likely to be living locally. 

  

An issue that hasn't really been discussed is: how much development are we going to 
allow in Cambria now that real estate is taking off again?  An equally large project of 
homes for low income has been proposed by People's Self Help Housing of SLO.  One 
big difference is that this agency has been successfully developing low income housing 
projects in the county for many years now.  Their track record is sterling, and the need 
clearly demonstrable.  Also, their project is not slated for near-Highway 1 visibility as 
Kingston Bay is.   

  

Both projects put serious stress on our water resources, yet we probably cannot deny 
them based on that alone since the meters have already been approved (I 
believe). Note:  Kingston Bay's offer to mitigate its residents' water usage by storing 
runoff from the neighborhood SOUNDS good yet rainwater runoff (as I know from my 
water storage seminars) has never been in any CCSD plan to provide a more dependable 
water supply to Cambrians... 

  

What we really need is to decide if ANY large developments should happen here, just as 
we decided not to allow franchised business establishments (except banks) into the 
downtown core.  These are questions of community character, size and manageability--
not only of "property rights."  It is not necessarily nimbyism to want a community 
balanced for overall quality of life. 
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The approval process for Kingston Bay is already well underway and may not be able to 
be derailed.  In fairness, I want to say that this development, from the renderings, is not 
likely to be a monstrosity, as it is being designed to "blend in."  Yet King may not have 
anticipated the opposition that seems to be developing over time as word gets out. It ain't 
over till it's over... 

  

Of course, the parcel WILL be developed one day, whether by King or others.  But a 
better fit is individual residential housing or, ideally, a "pocket" park. 

  

As former North Coast Advisory Commission Chair Claudia Worthen recently reported 
in the Cambrian (in a rather scathing critique of Kingston Bay), the project has been 
appealed to the County Board of Supervisors in SLO and is set to be heard May 14. 

  

My wife and I plan to be there and will speak.  If you wish to form a carpool, call us at 
924-1719 (email billseavey@gmail.com).  Or if you live in the neighborhood and wish to 
sign a petition because you can't (or wish not to) make the meeting, let us know, also. 

  

William Seavey is an author (books include Moving to Small Town 

America, The Eden Seeker's Guide and Crisis Investing and 

Entrepreneuring) and activist 
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